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Foundations in Dance.


Prerequisite: Permission of instructor


Repeatable to a maximum of 12 hours

I. Objectives

At the successful completion of the course the students will demonstrate:

· A more in-depth understanding of the fundamentals of Hip hop technique such as: awareness of total body movement and body isolations; weight shifts; spatial and dynamic contrasts; and relationship to music

· An ability to comprehend intermediate rhythmic skills characteristic of Hip hop such as syncopation, dynamic variation, and vocalization of movement

· Familiarity with basic Hip hop repertory and its significant artistic contributors

· An intermediate understanding of the history of Hip hop dance including its relationship to specific East and West Coast dance styles as well as dances of the African Diaspora

· An appreciation of Hip hop as both a dance form and a culture including elements such as MCing, DJing, Graffiti writing, Beatboxing, fashion etc

II. Course Content and Procedure

Material is presented in the format of demonstration and repetition. Class will consist of warm-up exercises designed to stretch, strengthen, and prepare the student for more rigorous dancing followed by both traveling and center-floor dance combinations which will also prepare the student for improvisation or “free styling.”  Correction and discussion of the exercises will accompany the in-class practice of materials.  Historical, social and cultural topics relative to the technique will also be integrated through readings, media viewing and discussion.

III.
Requirements

· Regular attendance and participation

· Promptness
· Proper attire-dance/athletic attire
· Willingness to achieve, perform, and take risks in technical and improvisational aspects
· Completion of outside assignments including one short concert review paper
II. Evaluation

Work in this course will be evaluated in three major categories: participation; progress; and completion of assignments.  The student’s overall approach to course content and procedures will determine his/her degree of success. The discipline of dance requires concentration, rhythmic, dynamic, and spatial awareness and an ability to comprehend, retain, and apply movement principles and practices.  In the evaluation of student work, the following specifics will be measured and assessed:

· Command of Hip hop vocabulary

· Kinesthetic and spatial awareness

· Expressiveness

· Dynamic quality and clarity

· Endurance

· Rhythmic accuracy

· Repertory

· Cultural and historical knowledge

· Willingness to incorporate new knowledge

· Willingness to create movement and improvise

V.
Grading

A student’s grade will be determined by his/her degree of accomplishment of course objectives with respect to:

· Full participation, quality of studio & written work

50%

· Outside assignments





25%
· Attendance






25%
(Unexcused absence from more than two class meetings will affect grade.)

Grade Equivalents:

Percentage
Letter
94-100

A

90-93

A-

86-89

B+

83-85

B 

80-82

B-

76-79

C+

73-75

C

70-72

C-

66-69

D+

60-65

D

0-59                 E

VI.
Selected Bibliography

Required reading will be taken from the following:

Hubbard, Karen.  Jazz Dance: An Historical Overview.  Arts Space- A newsletter by the Ohio Arts Council.  1986.

Nelson, George.  Hip hop America.  New York: Viking 1998.

www.electricboogaloos.com
www.mrwiggleshiphop.net
www.bboyworld.com
www.freestylesessions.com
Videos:
The Freshest Kids

Beat Street

Style Wars

Wildstyle

Breakin’

Breakin’ 2 Electric Boogaloo

(any Battle of the Year videos)

Everybody Dance Now! –(shows beginning of music video dance on MTV)

Academic Misconduct (rule 3335-31-02) is defined as “ … any activity which tends to compromise the academic integrity of the institution, or subvert the educational process.” Please refer to rule 3335-31-02 in the student code of conduct for examples of academic misconduct.

Please inform the instructor about any physical concerns that may impact your performance in this class. If you get injured over the course of the quarter, please make an appointment with the health center or with a doctor to evaluate your condition. I would also appreciate hearing from anyone who has a special need, which may be the result of a disability. To register a documented disability, please call the Office of Disability Services (located in 150 Pomerene Hall) at 292-3307; or 292-0901 TDD.

The escort service is available for students enrolled in evening courses.  The phone number is 292-3322.

III. Example Topical Outline

Week 1: Syllabus review, introduction

Week 2: Continuation and practice of west coast style “Locking”

Week 3: Continuation and practice of west coast styles “Popping and Boogaloo”

Week 4: Culmination of popping, locking, boogaloo, and other funk styles as well as improvisation

Week 5: Video and website viewing of funk styles and bboying/bgirling as well as discussion of other elements of hip hop

Week 6: Continuation and practice of bboying and bgirling

Week 7: Continuation and practice of bboying and bgirling

Week 8: Culmination of original styles into final hip hop combo with improvisation or free styling

Week 9: Creative group projects with improvisation or free styling

Week 10: Presentation of group projects and class participation in the dance department Informance

